and rock or debris avalanches. An exception is Chapter 5, which describes a large slide with small displacement triggered by the 1989 Loma Prieta, California, earthquake. Most of the papers deal with natural landslides, but Chapter 9 discusses examples of failures of waste piles in open-pit coal mines in British Columbia, Canada, that produce highly mobile flow-type landslides. Slope failures discussed in the text range from relatively small rock falls (a few thousands cubic meters) to very large rock avalanches, extending for several square kilometres and involving hundreds of millions of cubic meters or rocks (e.g. Chapter 15, on rock avalanches in Karakorum Himalaya, and Chapter 10, on landslides caused by the partial failure of volcanoes). Noticeably, considerations on the hazards and risk posed by catastrophic landslides do not emerge clearly from the volume. Chapter 1, which describes catastrophic landslides in South America during the twentieth century, represents a remarkable exception.
In their Preface, the two Editors tell the reader that the volume was stimulated by the Sixth International Landslide Symposium (ISL) in Christchurch, New Zealand. The Symposium was held in February 1992. Papers in the volume were all first submitted in 1996 and accepted in 2001. The Volume was finally published in 2002. Such a long delay in getting a high quality scientific book published is commonplace these days. The book is well produced and clearly illustrated. The price is not too high, considering the cost of science books these days, and the wealth of information it contains. Catastrophic Landslides: Effects, Occurrence, and Mechanisms complements and updates with new information and recent discoveries the well known, two volumes book on "Rockslides and Avalanches" edited by Barry Voight in 1978, and should represent a useful addition to the reference shelves of personal and shared libraries.
